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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDER NAVAL AIR FORCE ATLANTIC
1562 MITSCHER AVENUE SUITE 300
NORFOLK VA 23551-2427

5830
Ser NO1L/206

JuL at 2022

FINAL ENDORSEMENT on USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73) Itr 5830 Ser LEG/249
of 23 May 22

From: Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic
To:  File

Subj: ACTION OF THE FINAL REVIEWING AUTHORITY CONCERNING THE LINE OF
DUTY INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF MASR XAVIER MITCHELL SANDOR,
USN, ON OR ABOUT 15 APRIL 2022

1. Readdressed.

2. The underlying investigation report was reviewed in accordance with reference (a). Further
endorsement is unnecessary; thercfore, the investigation is final and will be retained for a period of two
years. The subject line was modified to ensure proper identification of the investigation for
administrative purposes.

3. The findings of fact, opinions, and recommendations of the investigating officer are approved.

4. I concur with the recommendation of the Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON
(CVN 73), and find MASR Mitchell Sandor’s death occurred in the line of duty and not due to the
member’s own misconduct.

5. Per section 0229(d) of reference (a), a copy of the investigation will be forwarded to Commander,
Navy Personnel Command.

6. In accordance with section 0228(b) of reference (a), upon receipt of final autopsy and medical
documents, Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73), shall forward documents
by separate correspondence via the review chain, with appropriate reference to the report of investigation
and forwarding endorsement.

7. The point of contact regarding this matter is Mrs. , Force Paralegal, who may be
reached by email a i

Copy to:
COMNAVPERSCOM (PERS-00C)




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73}
FPO AE 09550

5830
Ser LEG:249
23 May 22

From: Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)
To: Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic

Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF MASN XAVIER MITCHELL
SANDOR, USN ON OR ABOUT 15 APRIL 2022

Ref: (a) JAGINST 5800.7G

Encl: (1) LT [SNCHEIEES] tr dtd 23 MAY 22 w/enclosures

1. Enclosure (1) documents MASN Xavier Mitchell Sandor’s death resulting from a fatal
gunshot wound of the head, and is forwarded for the General Court-Martial Convening
Authority’s line of duty determination required by paragraph 0229(d) of reference (a).

2. The Line of Duty Investigation (LODI) commenced on 19 April 2022; however, due to the
ongoing investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS), the LODI was
delayed pending receipt of official documentation noting manner and cause of death. MASN
Mitchell Sandor’s death is documented as suicide resulting from a fatal self-inflicted gunshot
wound of the head. There is no indication that the incident is a result of any misconduct on the
part of the Sailor.

3. Based on enclosure (1), I recommend finding that MASN Mitchell Sandor’s death occurred in
the line of duty and not due to the member’s own misconduct as defined in paragraphs 0217 and

0229 of reference (a).

B.C. GAUT



23 May 22

From: LT[EISHEIE. UsN

To:  Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)

Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF MASN XAVIER MITCHELL
SANDOR, USN ON OR ABOUT 15 APR 2022

Ref:  (a) JAGMAN, Chapter II

Encl: (1) Appointment Letter dtd 19 APR 22
(2) NCIS ROI dtd 20 May 22
(3) Death Certificate

Prelimin tement

1. Pursuant to enclosure (1), and in accordance with reference (a), I conducted an investigation
into the circumstances surrounding the death of MASN Xavier Mitchell Sandor that occurred on
board the USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73), Newport News, Virginia, on 15 April
2022. Due to the ongoing investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS), I
was not able to collect evidence or interview potential witnesses to the incident. I was provided
the NCIS Report of Investigation dtd 20 May 22 on 23 May 22. I consulted with USS GEORGE
WASHINGTON’s Deputy Command Judge Advocate, LT [N, 'AGC. USN, for
legal direction. An extension was requested and granted in order to await receipt of the member’s
death certificate.

2. The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner has yet to release the manner and cause of death
due to the pending investigation.

Findings of Fact

1. On 15 Apr 22, MASN Mitchell Sandor was discovered at approximately 2105, on board USS
GEORGE WASHINGTON, in the shower room located in space 2-79-2-L, suffering from a
gunshot wound of the head [Encl 2].

2. Ship’s medical personnel responded to the scene and performed life saving measures while
awaiting emergency services [Encl 2].

3. MASN Mitchell Sandor was transported to Riverside Regional Medical Center where he
succumbed to his injuries and passed away [Encl 2].

4. MASN Mitchell Sandor’s death was the result of a close contact gunshot wound, consistent
with suicide [Encl 2].



Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF MASN XAVIER MITCHELL
SANDOR, USN ON OR ABOUT 15 APR 22

5. The NCIS investigation revealed MASN Mitchell Sandor sent a suicide note to his parents via
text message on the evening of his death, 15 April 2022 [Encl 2].

6. An autopsy was performed on MASN Mitchell Sandor on 18 April 2022; however, the results
are not yet releasable, and will not be for an extended period of time [Encl 2].

7. To date, the official Medical Examiner’s report has not been released. Toxicology is still
pending [Encl 2].

8. MASN Mitchell Sandor’s Death Certificate was provided to the command by the next of kin
on 19 May 22, and indicates the cause of death as self-inflicted gunshot wound of the head [Encl

3].
inions

1. MASN Mitchell Sandor’s death was a result of a fatal gunshot wound of the head. Per
reference (a), even if there was evidence of a bona fide suicide attempt, “in view of the strong
human instinct for self-preservation, suicide and a bona fide suicide attempt creates a strong
inference of lack of mental responsibility.”

2. MASN Mitchell Sandor’s death was in the line of duty. There is no indication of any
misconduct on the part of the member. MASN Mitchell Sandor’s death is an apparent suicide,
and not the result of his own misconduct.

Recommendations

1. 1 recommend the command submit this report or a similar report to the General Court-Martial
Convening Authority (Commander Naval Air Force Atlantic), detailing the circumstances of
MASN Mitchell Sandor’s death, with the finding that his death occurred in the line of duty and
was not due to his own misconduct.




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)
FPO AE 08550

5800
19 Apr 22

From: Commanding Officer, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)

To: LT (NSNEIEE. USN

Subj: LINE OF DUTY INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF MASN MITCHELL
SANDOR, USN ON OR ABOUT 15 APRIL 22

Ref: (a) JAGINST 5800.7F (JAGMAN)
(b) Public Law 104-191, Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(c) DoD 6025.18, Implementation of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA) Privacy Rule in DoD Health Care Programs

1. Per Chapter II of reference (a). you are appointed to conduct an investigation into the facts
and circumstances surrounding the death of MASN Mitchell Sandor, USN, in Newport News.
Virginia, on or about 15 April 2022. If you have not previously done so, read Chapter I of
reference (a) in its entirety before beginning your investigation. Refer to appendix A-2-K of
reference (a) for a list of matters that should be included in your investigation report. as
applicable.

2. You are directed to make one of the three following determinations concerning the death of
the subject service member: (1) the death occurred in the line of duty and not due to the
member’s own misconduct; (2) the death occurred not in the line of duty and not due to the
member’s own misconduct; or (3) the death occurred not in the line of duty and due to the
member’s own misconduct.

3. In accordance with references (b} and (c), you are hereby authorized to receive, review, and
discuss protected health information with appropriate providers concerning MASN Mitchell
Sandor. The specific protected health information covered is anything in MASN Mitchell
Sandor’s medical record or mental health records regarding the incident specified above. The
disclosure of MASN Mitchell Sandor’s protected health information is subject to the minimum
necessary to execute the military mission of conducting this investigation.

4. Submit your written findings in the format provided in appendix A-2-¢ of reference (a) by 3
May 2022. You may scck legal advice from LT ([N, 'AGC. USN, Deputy
Command Judge Advocate, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73), during the course of
your investigation.

By Direction
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